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LATE  CABLES 


Beneficial  rains  received  in  Canadian  Prairie  Provinces  during 
week  ended  June  25.  Wheat,  having  overcome  late  seeding  conditions,  was 
in  shotblade  stage  over  wide  areas.  Moisture  supplies  were  generally 
sufficient,  but  heavy  rains  will  be  needed  to  maintain  prospects  central 
and  northern  Saskatchewan.  Grasshopper  damage  continued  southeastern 
Alberta  and  southwestern  Saskatchewan  but  cool  rainy  weather  helped  to 
check  outbreak  threatened  south-central  Manitoba.  (Dominion  Bureau  of 
Statistics,  Ottawa.) 

Wool  movement  at  South  African  ports  for  the  period  July  1  to 
May  31  was  as  follows  in  millions  of  pounds  with  comparison  for  same  per- 
iod last  season  in  parentheses:  Receipts  223  (242),  sales  at  auction 
(excludes  wool  privately  sold  after  auction  was  over)  144  (172),  exports 
168  (226),  unsold  stocks  7  (7),  exports  to  the  United  States  35  (0.6). 
(American  Embassy,  London.) 


IN     THIS  ISSUE  

Page 

South  Africa  to  Import  Wheat   844 

Import  Permits  for  Certain  Grains  Required  by  Peru   844 

Oriental  Wheat  Prospects  Poor   845 

Manchurian  Soybean  Acreage  Reduced   847 

Argentine  Government  to  Grant  Loans  on  1939-40  Cotton  Crop   848 

Canadian  Tobacco  Area  Decreases  -  Taxes  Increase   850 

German  Fruit-Crop  Statistics  for  1939  Released   852 

Danish  Apple  Production  Increasing   853 

Germany  Plants  Larger  Sugar-Beet  Acreage   853 

Sharp  Reduction  in  Number  of  Bred  Sows  in  Denmark   854 

Probable  Effects  of  War  on  European  Sheep  Numbers   855 

Argentine  Meat  Production  Increased   859 

Argentine  Wool  Supplies  Slightly  Below  a  Year  Ago   862 


»=3 

tr> 

G 

M 

O 

CO 

CO 

V3 

a 

o 

n 

•v 

>-i 

o 

> 

a 

Pi 

pa 

i — t 

o 

o 

c: 

O 

•-9 

rt 

844 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  40,  NO.  26 


SOUTH  AFRICA  TO  IMPORT  WHEAT 

Although,  the  1939-40  wheat  crop  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa, 
placed  at  15,310,000  bushels,  was  not  greatly  below  average,  it  was  not 
large  enough  to  meet  the  domestic  requirements  of  the  current  season, 
according  to  a  report  from  the  United  States  commercial  attache  at  Johanne 
burg.     The  Wheat  Industry  Control  Board  has  announced,  therefore,  that  im- 
portation will  be  permitted.    Based  on  figures  available  at  the  time  of  the 
action,  the  Board  estimated  that  about  546,000  bags  (1.8  million  bushels) 
would  be  needed  before  the  new  crop  is  harvested  in  November-December  and 
recommended  that  500,000  bags  (1.7  million  bushels)  be  imported  in  addi- 
tion to  the  35,000  bags  (117,000  bushels)  of  Australian  wheat  previously 
taken. 

Under  present  Government  regulations  the  minimum  price  at  which 
imported  wheat  can  be  landed  in  the  Union  is  22s.  6d.  per  bag  of  200 
pounds  ($1.34  per  bushel  at  current  exchange  rate).     The  Government  had 
decided  to  make  imported  wheat  available  to  the  Board  at  this  price, 
using  the  duty  collected  on  such  imports  to  meet  any  difference  between 
the  actual  landed  cost  of  the  wheat  and  the  fixed  price.     The  Board  in 
turn  will  supply  the  millers  with  the  imported  wheat  at  3d.  per  bag 
(about  1.5  cents  per  bushel)  higher  than  the  price  fixed  for  domestic 
wheat  of  the  same  class.    Any  costs  incurred  by  the  Board  in  connection 
with  such  transactions  will  be  met  by  a  levy  collected  when  the  imported 
wheat  is  milled.     (Tor  a  discussion  of  the  wheat  industry  of  the  Union 
of  South  Africa,  see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  2,  1940.) 


IMPORT  PERMITS  FOR  CERTAIN  GRAINS  REQUIRED  BY  PERU 

Effective  May  23,  the  Peruvian  Government  decreed  that  imports 
of  wheat,  rice,  and  corn  must  be  subject  to  permit  issued  by  the  Direc- 
tion of  Subsistence,  according  to  a  report  from  the  United  States 
consulate  general  at  Callao~Lima.    By  this  law  it  was  hoped  to  bring 
imports  of  essential  food  commodities  in  line  with  the  real  needs  of  the 
country  and  the  supply  of  foreign  exchange.     In  actual  practice,  control 
over  the  importation  of  these  grains  merely  supplements  other  measures 
regulating  transactions  in  these  grains.    Maximum  wholesale  and  retail 
prices  of  rice  had  already  been  fixed,  and  the  milling  of  wheat  was 
subject  to  strict  Government  control. 

Wheat  is  imported  into  Peru  in  fairly  heavy  volume,  averaging 
around  4  million  bushels  a  year,  or  about  one-half  the  country's  annual 
domestic  consumption.    Rice  and  corn  are  of  less  importance,  although  in 
recent  years  of  short  crops,  rice  imports  have  been  larger  than  average. 
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ORIENTAL  WHEAT  PROSPECTS  POOR 

The  1940  wheat  crops  of  China,  Japan,  and  Manchuria  are  expected 
to  total  well  "below  the  average  obtained  prior  to  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities,  according  to  a  radiogram  from  the  office  of  the  United 
States  agricultural  attache  at  Shanghai.    The  unfavorable  prospects  are 
attributed  largely  to  a  widespread  spring  drought,  but  lack  of  farm  la- 
bor and  inadequate  fertilizer  supplies  in  Japan  were  also  contributing 
factors.    Stocks  of  wheat  on  hand  are  estimated  to  be  low  and  carry- 
overs into  the  1940-41  marketing  season,  July-June,  are  expected  to  be 
small.    Unless  crop  prospects  for  rice  improve  materially,  it  appears 
probable  that  the  demand  for  foreign  wheat  and  flour  in  the  Orient  will 
continue,  but  the  volume  of  importations  during  the  new  season  will 
depend  on  many  other  factors,  such  as  price  considerations  and  foreign 
exchange . 

China 

The  harvesting  of  new-crop  wheat  began  somewhat  earlier  this 
season  than  usual  in  the  southern  Kiangsu  district,  but  on  June  15  only 
about  1,200  bags  had  been  brought  into  the  foreign-controlled  areas  of 
Shanghai,  where,  the  mills  operated  by  the  Chinese  are  located.  This 
represents  only  about  10  percent  of  the  average  delivered  at  this  time 
of  year  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  but  the  crop  of  the  Yangtze 
Valley  is  reported  to  be  larger  than  that  of  1939  and  the  quality  of  the 
grain  good.    The  Shanghai  mills  in  the  foreign-controlled  areas  are  said 
to  be  operating  on  a  greatly  reduced  scale.    Australian  wheat  left  over 
from  purchases  made  late  in  1939,  amounting  to  20,000  or  25,000  tons,  is 
being  reserved  for  mixing  with  domestic  wheat.    At  current  prices,  it 
would  cost  about  $1.17  per  bushel  as  compared  with  78  cents  quoted  for 
domestic  wheat. 

Shanghai  flour  prices  declined  during  late  May  as  a  result  of 
slack  demand  and  some  improvement  in  the  exchange  value  of  Chinese  cur- 
rency.   The  demand  for  local  flour  was  weak,  but  fairly  large  quantities 
of  flour  milled  in  the  interior  by  the  Japanese-controlled  mills  were 
sold  in  the  wholesale  market  at  Shanghai  at  prices  below  Shanghai  mill 
quotations.    Flour  sales  to  North  China  remained  small  and  stocks  of 
wheat  and  flour,  in  terms  of  flour,  totaled  only  about  1.2  million  bags, 
about  equal  to  a  4-month  supply.    The  wholesale  price  of  flour  at  the  mill 
on  June  17  was  about  85  cents  per  bag.    Remaining  stocks  of  Australian 
flour  were  valued  at  $1.10  to  $1.16  per  bag.    Australian  flour,  c.i.f. 
Hong  Kong,  was  $3.95  per  barrel  of  196  pounds. 

Imports  of  wheat  into  China  during  April  amounted  to  2,340,000 
bushels  of  which  the  United  States  supplied  653,000  bushels  and  Australia 
1,687,000  bushels.     Imports  of  flour,  largely  from  the  United  States 
and  Japan  amounted  to  126,000  barrels. -  In  April  1939,  3,318,000  bushels 


846 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  40,  No.  26 


of  wheat  and  549,000  "barrels  of  flour  were  imported,    During  July-April, 
wheat  imports  exceeded  the  total  reported  during  the  corresponding  period 
of  1938-39,  "but  flour  imports  were  somewhat  smaller.    The  size  of  future 
imports  into  China  will  "be  determined  somewhat  "by  the  extent  to  which 
domestic  wheat  is  able  to  enter  coastal  milling  centers  through  Japanese 
military  "barriers  and  "by  the  prices  at  which  local  consumers  are  able  to 
obtain  flour.    It  is  pointed  out,  however,  that  in  any  case  the  cost  of 
foreign  wheat  landed  in  Shanghai  must  "be  cheaper  in  relation  to  local  flour 
prices  "before  large  imports  can  "be  expected. 


CHINA:  Imports  of  wheat  and  wheat  flour,  "by  countries  of  origin, 
 April  1940.  with  comparisons 


April 


July-April 


of 
origin 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1937-38  ;1938-39 

1939-40 

Wheat 

United  States. . . . 
Canada.  

1,000 
"bushels 

1,000 
"bushels 

1,000 
"bushels 

1,000 
"bushels 

1,000 
"bushels 

1,000 
"bushels 

a/" 

530 
2,788 

653 
1,687 

a7 

2,093 
4,953 

a/ 

2,946 
4,667 
2 

Flour 

United  States. . . . 

a/ 

3,318 

2,340 

a/ 

7.046 

7,615 

1,000 
"barrels 

1,000 
"barrels 

1,000 
"barrels 

1,000 
"barrels 

1,000 
"barrels 

1,000 
"barrels 

12 
9 
33 
157 
11 

129 
10 

390 
11 
9 

52 
4 
2 
55 
13 

130 
58 
262 
510 

26 

471 
76 
1,341 

443 
40 

927 
55 
912 
336 
69 

549 

126 

986 

2,371 

2,299 

Office  of  the  United  States  agricultural  attache,  Shanghai, 
a/  Less  than  500  "bushels. 


Manchuria 

No  estimate  of  the  1940  wheat  crop  of  Manchuria  is  available,  "but 
information  so  far  received  suggests  a  reduction  from  the  1939  outturn 
placed  by  the  South  Manchurian  Railway  at  32,684,000  bushels.     It  is  re- 
ported that  the  weather  was  unfavorable  for  seeding,  official  prices 
were  not  high  enough  to  make  wheat  production  profitable,  and  farmers 
were  bewildered  by  the  various  control  measures  in  force.     In  view,  how- 
ever, of  the  serious  wheat  shortage  experienced  in  Manchuria  during  the 
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past  2  years  and  the  fact  that  wheat  prices  have  "been  relatively  high, 
when  compared  with  those  fixed  for  other  agricultural  products,  the 
Shanghai  office  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  reduction  in  the  acreage 
sown  to  wheat  is  not  large.    It  is  pointed  out  that  the  increased  plant- 
ing of  kaoliang,  millet,  and  corn,  reported  "by  the  press  last  spring, 
was  largely  at  the  expense  of  soybeans  rather  than  wheat,  and  a'  crop  not 
greatly  different  from  that  of  last  year  seems  likely. 

Japan 

Despite  the  preliminary  official  estimate  of  2,001,000  acres  sown 
for  harvest  in  1940,  as  compared  with  1,827,000  acres  in  1939,  wheat 
prospects  in  Japan  point  to  a  crop  of  only  ah out  47  million  bushels,  a 
decline  of  22  percent  from  the  1939  outturn  officially  reported  at  61  mil- 
lion bushels.    If  final  returns  are  no  "better  than  expected,  average  yields 
per  acre  of  this  year  will  he  the  lowest  obtained  since  1924. 

Imports  of  wheat  into  Japan  so  far  this  season  have  been  much 
larger  than  in  the  comparahle  period  of  1938-39,  despite  the  record  domes- 
tic production  reported  for  1939.     The  increase  is  attributed  largely  to 
the  shift  from  rice  to-  bread  consumption  necessitated  by  the  rice  shortage 
and  to  the  heavy  continental  demand  for  flour.    Australia,  has  been  the 
chief  source  of  supply  in  contrast  to  last  season  when  the  hulk  of  the 
trade  consisted  in  shipments  from  China.    Purchases  of  United  States  wheat 
hy  Japan  do  not  appear  probable,  since  imports  arc  strictly  controlled, 
and  quotations  of  Western  White  have  been  above  the  official  maximum 
price  of  domestic  wheat. 

Conditions  in  the  domestic  flour  market  are  reported  to  have  been 
rather  unsatisfactory  since  the  establishment  of  official  maximum  prices 
for  wheat  and  flour  last  December.    They  are  said  to  have  encouraged 
farmers  to  withhold  deliveries  to  local  dealers  in  order  to  increase  their 
sales  to  the  continent.    Exports  of  flour  have  been  above  those  of  last 
season,  most  of  the  shipments  going  to  Manchuria  and  North  China. 


MANCHUBIAN  SOYBEAN  ACREAGE  REDUCED 

The  acreage  planted  to  soybeans  in  Manchuria  this  season  is 
reported  to  be  15  to  20  percent  below  last  year,  according  to  a  radio- 
gram received  from  American  Agricultural  Attache  Owen  L.  Dawson  at 
Shanghai.    The  principal  reason  given  for  the  reduced  acreage  is  that 
farmers  consider  the  price  set  by  the  Monopoly  as  being  too  low  in  com- 
parison with  other  commodities.     It  is  believed  that  there  may  he  some 
increase  in  the  acreage  planted  to  such  food  crops  as  millet,  kaoliang, 
and  corn.    Dry  weather  was  reported  in  some  sections  of  "both  North  and 
South  Manchuria  at  planting  time,  but  it  was  not  sufficiently  extensive 
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or  severe  to  cause  much  damage  unless  drought  continues  during  the  next 
month.    With  average  growing  v;eather  this  summer,  it  is  probable  that  the 
above  indicated  acreage  will  result  in  a  crop  somewhere  between  140  mil- 
lion and  160  million  bushels. 

The  Manchurian  acreage  planted  to  soybeans  in  1939  was  reported  to 
have  been  above  average,  but  unfavorable  weather  reduced  the  yield.  Pro-* 
duction  estimates  last  fall  placed  the  harvest  at  150  million  bushels, 
but,  because  of  the  small  volume  of  beans  that  have  been  marketed  this 
season,  trade  estimates  now  place  the  1939  crop  at  only  about  125  million 
bushols.     It  is  possible,  however,  that  farmers  may  have  increased  domes- 
tic utilization  and  may  still  be  holding  beans  because  the  Monopoly  price 
is  considered  unfavorable.    The  present  price  set  by  the  Monopoly  for 
soybeans  is  90  cents  per  bushel  ex  Dairon  station  in  bags,  or  74  cents 
per  bushel  in  bulk. 

Total  Manchurian  soybean  exports  for  the  1939-40  marketing  season 
(October-September )  are  expected  to  be  substantially  below  previous  years 
due  to  the  difficulty  of  shipping  to  Europe.    Japan  this  season  has  taken 
a  much  larger  volume  than  usual.    Exports  for  the  6  months  October  through 
March  were  tentatively  placed  at  48  million  bushels.    It  is  believed  that 
an  additional  7  million  bushels  may  be  exported  during  April-September, 
which  will  probably  go  largely  to  Japan.    Exports  to  Europe  this  season 
to  date  are  placed  at  only  3  million  bushels  of  beans  and  about  39  million 
pounds  of  bean  oil.    In  the  past  several  years  exports  to  European  coun- 
tries have  been  from  35  to  50  million  bushels  annually  and  shipments  of 
soybean  oil  have  varied  from  22  million  to  over  200  million  pounds. 


ARGENTINE  GOVERNMENT  TO  GRANT  LOANS  ON  1939-40  COTTON  CROP 

An  executive  decree  issued  through  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  of 
Argentina  on  May  29,  1940,  authorized  the  Bank  of  the  Nation  to  grant 
special  loans  on  this  year's  cotton  crop  to  farmers,  cooperatives,  and 
ginning  plants,  according  to  a  report  from  the  office  of  the  American 
agricultural  attache  at  Buenos  Aires.    Up  to  500  pesos  per  metric  ton 
(6,75  cents  per  pound  at  the  official  rate  of  exchange)  may  be  borrowed 
on  cotton  stored  in  warehouses  or  sheds  that  insure  adequate  protection. 

The  expiration  date  of  the  original  loan  must  be  not  later  than 
December  31,  1940,  but  may  be  extended  to  March  31,  1941.    A  further  ex- 
tension may  be  granted,  but  the  amount  and  the  time  limit  will  depend  on 
the  condition  and  outlook  of  the  world  cotton  market  at  that  time. 

Loans  will  be  granted  to  producers  free  of  interest,  commission, 
and  inspection  charges,  stamp  fees,  registration  of  loans,  and  insurance 
costs,    Ginners  and  cooperatives  were  not  mentioned  in  regard  to  this 
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exemption  from  charges,  but  a  provision  was  made  that  the  Government 
reimburse  the  "bank  for  all  expenses  and  losses  incurred  in  connection  with 
the  granting  and  collection  of  these  loans. 

The  National  Cotton  Board  will  he  responsible  for  the  inspection  of 
cotton  on  which  loans  are  to  be  granted,  and  the  resulting  expenses  will 
be  covered  by  funds  from  the  Board's  budget. 

The  action  of  the  Government  in  authorizing  the  cotton  loan  was 
said  to  be  necessitated  by  the  European  war's  disruption  of  Argentina's 
cotton  export  markets.    Foreign  markets  previously  had  been  expected  to 
absorb  nearly  200,000  bales  of  this  year's  estimated  crop  of  365,000  bales. 
The  decline  in  prices  of  inferior  grades  of  cotton  largely  destined  for  ex- 
port has  been  more  marked  than  in  those  of  better  grades  consumed  by  the 
domestic  industry.    Exporters  have  suspended  their  purchases  in  producing 
areas,  causing  a  consequent  delay  in  picking  because  of  the  uncertainty 
felt  by  producers  as  to  the  possible  disposal  of  their  crop.  Authoriza- 
tion of  the  loan  was  intended  to  encourage  continuation  of  the  harvest  as 
well  as  to  enable  farmers  to  hold  their  cotton  until  conditions  in  world 
markets  should  become  more  favorable. 

Damp,  cool  weather  prevailed  in  some  cotton  zones  during  most  of 
April  and  May,  causing  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  fiber  as  well 
as  interrupting  the  picking  now  in  progress.    Yields  are  reported  to  be 
good  in  the  Chaco  Territory,  which  is  expected  to  account  for  about  80  per- 
cent of  the  total  production  this  year. 

The  entry  of  Italy  into  the  war  has  further  aggravated  the  raw- 
cotton  export  business,  which  was  already  reduced  by  the  loss  of  the  German 
market,  the  most  important  outlet  for  Argentine  cotton  in  1938  and  1939. 
Exports  to  Italy  during  the  first  5  months  of  1940  were  exceeded  only  by 
those  to  Great  Britain,  as  shown  in  the  table  on  the  following  page.  Japa- 
nese purchases  thus  far  this  season  have  been  negligible,  and  the  condition 
of  the  Japanese  market  as  indicated  in  reports  from  Osaka  does  not  offer 
much  encouragement  for  disposal  of  the  current  Argentine  crop  in  Japan. 
The  Japanese-Argentine  trade  agreement  concluded  on  March  15,.  1940,  did  not 
provide  for  increased  imports  of  Argentine  cotton  by  Japan,  although  a  num- 
ber of  preferential  concessions  were  granted  for  imports  of  Japanese  tex- 
tiles and  cotton  clothing  into  Argentina,  some  of  which  placed  Japan  in  a 
preferred  position  in  relation  to  that  of  the  United  States. 

Argentine  press  reports  indicate  that  negotiations  are  practically 
completed  for  the  sale  of  50,000  bales  of  Argentine  cotton  to  the  Spanish 
Government,  and  other  negotiations  are  pending  that  may  dispose  of  the 
remaining  exportable  surplus  comprised  mainly  of  the  lower  grades.  Lack 
of  sufficient  shipping,  facilities  for  Argentine  cotton  exports  remains  a 
problematical  factor,  however,  according  to  a  statement  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture. 
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ARGENTINA:    Exports  of  raw  cotton  by  countries  of  destination, 

January  to  May  1940,  with  comparisons 
 (In  "bales  of  478  pounds)  


Country  of 

;  J  anuary-May 

destination 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

■  1939 

1940  a/ 

■  Bales 

Bales 

Bales 

Bales 

.  Bales 

Bales 

United  Kingdom  

88,023 

20,469 

1     2, 564 

6,591 

:  185 

23,885 

Germany  

26,949 

17,088 

77,373 

49,424 

2,689 

0 

Italy  

4,635 

747 

0 

8,445 

:  o 

15,138 

Prance  

3,021 

1,545 

:  o 

0 

:  0 

b/3,154 

Belgium  

3,510 

1,499 

:  2,094 

5 

5 

Japan  

15,778 

2,984 

420 

c/ 

c/ 

0 

Spain  

24,786 

0 

0 

4,815 

0 

0 

Others  

60,238 

13,227 

20,681 

20, 140 

:  1,336 

2,721 

Total  

226,340 

57,559 

103,132 

89,420 

4,215 

44,898 

Compiled  from  Boletin  Estadistica  Agropecuaria. 

a/  Preliminary,  from  trade  sources,  b/  Includes  Belgium,  sk/  Included  in 
"others." 


CANADIAN  TOBACCO  AREA  DECBEASES  -  TEXAS  INCREASES 

A  considerable  reduction  in  Canadian  tobacco  area  is  indicated  for 
the  1940  crop,  as  compared  with  the  91,035  acres  grown  in  1939,  according 
to  a  report  released  "by  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics.     The  greatest 
reduction  is  reported  in  the  flue-cured  area,  which  in  Ontario  Province 
has  been  decreased  by  at  least  one-third,  and  possibly  40  percent  from  the 
1939  acreage.     This  reduction  is  in  accord  with  advice  from  the  Plue-Cured 
Marketing  Association  of  Ontario  and  the  Ontario  Minister  of  Agriculture. 
In  Quebec,  the  area  planted  to  flue-cured  tobacco  this  season  was  smaller 
than  the  1939  area  by  15  to  20  percent.     On  the  other  hand,  an  increase 
of  30  percent  is  indicated  in  the  relatively  unimportant  area  in  British 
Colombia. 

The  area  planted  to  burley  has  also  been  reduced.     The  Burlcy 
Marketing  Association  of  Ontario  recommended  a  12.5-percent  reduction 
for  the  1940  crop,  but  it  is  estimated  that  only  9,600  acres  have  been 
planted,  compared  with  11,200  acres  in  1939. 

Dark-tobacco  acreage  under  contract  in  Ontario  will  show  a 
reduction  of  at  least  35  percent  from  the  2,650  acres  planted  in  1939. 
There  will  probably  be  a  decrease  also  of  5  to  10  percent  in  the  area  plant 
ed  to  cigar  leaf  in  Quebec.    Not  much  change  is  indicated  in  the  area  for 
pipe  varieties,  production  of  which  is  also  confined  to  Quebec. 
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CANADA:    Area  and  production  of  tobacco  by  types 
and  by  Provinces,  1938  and  1939 


It   Area  :  Production 

  |  1938  :  1939  :  1938  j  1939 

:  Acres  :  Ac  re  s  3.  ,000  pounds  -1,000  pounds 

Total  Canada  -  i  :  :  • 

Flue-cured   «  63,530  j  68,570  i  78,174  j  82,625 

Burley  , . , .  ■  9,215'  !  11,200  i  10,821  j  14,500 

Dark  :  3,000  :  2,890  :  3,400  j  3,872 

Cigar  leaf  j  5,065  :  4,595  :  6,200  :  5,190 

Pipe  tobacco:  :  •  j  : 

Large  and  medium  :  1,980  j  2,830  j  2,420  :  3,180 

Small  •  785  j  950  \  380  j  479 

Total  ;  83,575  j  91,035  j  101,395  j  109,846~ 

Quebec  -  j  \  j  : 

Flue-cured  \  1,850  !  5,710  !  1,500  \  4,120 

Dark  ;  300  !  240  ■  400  i  252 

Cigar  leaf  ;  5,065  :  4,595  j  6,200  :  5,190 

Pipe  tobacco:  :  j  :  ; 

Large  and  medium  :  1,980  ■  2,830  :  2,420  :  3,180 

Small  \  785  j  950  j  380  j  479 

To  tal  |  9,980  j  14,325  j  10,900  j  13,221 

Ontario  \  \  •  : 

Flue-cured  j  61,300  \  62,550  •  76,279  j  78,185 

Burley  j  9,215  i  11,200  \  10,820  \  14,500 

Dark  :  2,700  |  2,650  j  3,000  j  3,620  

Total  :"  73,215  j  76,400  S  90,099  :  96,305 

British  Columbia  -      :  j  *  \ 

Flue-cured. .  .T  :  380  :  310  i  395  •  320 


Tobacco  Crop  Report,  May  15,  1940,  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa. 

The  growing  season  in  Ontario  has  been  favorable  except  that  the 
planting  of  burley  and  dark  types  was  delayed  somewhat  by  heavy  rains. 
The  flue-cured  crop  was  all  set  by  June  15,  but  only  about  75  percent  of 
the  burley  and  50  percent  of  the  dark  types  were  planted  by  that  date. 
Damage  from  cut  worms  has  been  less  than  average,  but  wire  worms  are  more 
prevalent  than  usual. 

In  Quebec,  cold  and  dry  weather  has  delayed  planting  in  some 
districts,  but  the  cigar-leaf  crop  has  made  good  growth.    No  serious  dam- 
age from  insects  or  disease  has  been  reported,  although  there  has  been  some 
destruction  from  high  winds.    All  planting  of  flue-cured  and  about  60  per- 
cent of  other  types  was  completed  by  June  15. 

Tobacco  taxes  are  to  be  increased  again  in  Canada,  in  addition  to 
the  increases  imposed  in  September  1939.    New  budget  resolutions  of  June  24, 
1940,  provide  for  a  war  exchange  tax  of  10  percent  to  be  imposed  on  the 
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value  of  all  imports,  free  and  dutiable,  except  those  products  entered 
under  the  British  preferential  tariff.    As  the  new  ;ad  valorem  applies  to 
raw  tobacco,  it  will  be  in  addition  to  the  existing  import  duty  of  40  cents 
per  pound  on  unstenmed  leaf,  and  60  cents  per  pound  on  stemmed  leaf.  The 
new  tax  will  be  subject  to  drawback  for  export  as  in  the  case  of  customs 
duty. 

Other  major  changes  include  a  new  tax  of  10  cents  per  pound  on  raw 
leaf  tobacco;  an  increase  in  the  excise  tax  on  cigarettes  from  $5  to  $6 
per  thousand;  on  manufactured  tobacco,  from  25  cents  to  35  cents  per  pound; 
and  on  cigarette  papers  and  tubes,  from  2  cents  to  5  cents  per  hundred. 



GERMAN  ERUIT-CROP  STATISTICS  FOR  1939  RELEASED 


German  fruit  crops  during  1939  were  substantially  heavier  than 
those  of  the  previous  year,  according  to  figures  issued  by  the  Statistical 
Office  of  the  Reich  Eood  Estate  and  included  in  a  report  by  Assistant 
American  Trade  Commissioner  Paul  H.  Pearson  at  Berlin.    Most  European 
fruits  crops  in  1938,  however,  were  below  average  because  of  unfavorable 
weather,  including  extensive  frost  damage  in  the  spring.    In  the  case  of 
apples  and  peaches,  the  1939  crop  in  Germany  was  very  much  heavier  than 
the  average  for  the  5  years,  1933-1937,  while  the  crops  of  pears,  plums, 
and  cherries  were  slightly  above  the  average.    Although  the  1939  apple 
crop  was  almost  double  the  1933-193?  average,  it  was  about  the  same  as  the 
heavy  1937  crop. 


GERMANY  ( INCLUDING  AUSTRIA) :     Production  of  specified  fruits, 


svfirsM  1933-1937.    annual    193R.  1939 

Average 

Eruit 

Unit 

1933-1937 

1938 

1939 

 a/.  .  ... 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Apples  

Bushel 

59  ,491 

15,060 

95,073 

Pears  

Bushel 

26,679 

6,530 

30 , 864 

Apricot  s  

Short  ton 

6 

V 

22 

Cherries  

Short  ton 

205 

50 

320 

Peaches  

Bushel 

930 

96 

3,215 

Plums  

Short  ton 

525 

185 

617 

Statistical  Office,  Reich  Eood  Estate. 

a/  Excluding  Austria  in  1937  and  1938.    Austrian  fruit  production  is  a 
relatively  small  proportion  except  for  apricots  and  peaches, 
b/  Less  than  500. 
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DANISH  APPLE  PRODUCTION  INCREASING 

The  Danish  apple  crop  for  1939  has  "been  estimated  at  1,993,000 
"bushels,  or  over  900,000  "bushels  above  the  1935  crop,  according  to  a 
report  from  American  Commercial  Attache  Julian  B.  Poster  at  Copenhagen, 
Tree  numbers  have  been  estimated  at  around  2,300,000  compared  with  a 
total  of  1,362,000  trees  in  1935. 

The  heavy  1939  crop  reflects  the  expansion  in  apple  plantings 
which  has  taken  place  in  Denmark  in  recent  years.    As  a  result,  Danish 
production  is  expected  to  increase  during  the  next  few  years  and  the  1945 
crop  is  expected  to  "be  over  twice  as  heavy  as  that  for  1939. 


GERMANY  PLANTS  LARGER  SUGAR-BEET  ACREAGE 

The  German  press  reports  that  around  430,000  acres  have  been 
planted  this  year  in  Germany  to  sugar  "beets,  as  compared  with  324,000 
acres  in  1939  and  335,000  in  both  1933  and  1337,  according  to  a  report 
received  from  the  American  commercial  attache  in  Berlin.    Such  an  in- 
crease would  represent  an  expansion  of  approximately  25  percent  in  the 
sugar-beet  acreage  this  season  over  a  year  ago.    While  an  increase  in 
the  beet  acreage  ^ras  expressly  desired  by  the  authorities,  the  late 
spring,  also  some  winter-grain  damage,  has  no  doubt  helped  to  stimulate 
such  an  expansion  in  acreage. 

With  about  average  yields,  a  crop  from  the  1940  indicated  area 
should  produce  enough  sugar  to  cover  Germany's  entire  requirements  and 
also  provide  supplies  for  a  substantial  production  of  alcohol  or  other 
uses,  it  is  said.    Alcohol  requirements  have  considerably  increased  in 
recent  months  and  some  sugar  beets  as  \irell  as  potatoes  are  being  used 
for  its  manufacture.     In  recent  years,  considerable  quantities  of  live- 
stock feed  have  also  been  processed  from  the  larger  beet  crops  in  addi- 
tion to  an  increased  manufacture  of  sugar. 

In  the  Protectorate  of  Bohemia  and  Moravia,  an  increase  in 
sugar-heet  plantings  is  also  expected  this  year,  according  to  a  report 
from  the  American  consulate  general  in  Prague.    Some  increase  is  indica- 
ted to  offset  the  winter-grain  damage  that  is  reported,  while  some  shift 
to  sugar  "beets  was  already  in  prospect  this  season  as  a  result  of  an 
increase  in  gro\tfers'  contingents  and  higher  fixed  prices  for  beets.  The 
Protectorate  has  considerable  land  suitable  for  sugar-heet  production; 
in  fact,  .Czechoslovakia  was  formerly  the  chief  European  sugar  exporting 
country.     In  accordance  with  the  international  sugar  agreement,  however, 
Czechoslovakia  was  forced  to  restrict  considerably  its  beet  acreage, 
hut  under  present  conditions,  the  need  for  food  and  feed,  as  well  as 
some  surplus  again  for  export  to  other  European  countries,  makes  a 
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return  to  sugar-beet  production  in  this  area  quite  desirable  and  feasible. 
An  increase  in  acreage  this  season  of  possibly  25  percent  is  indicated 
for  the  Protectorate  by  the  report. 


SHARP  REDUCTION  IN  NUMBER  OF  BRED  SOWS  IN  DENMARK 

Recent  reports  of  a  drastic  reduction  in  hog  numbers  in  Denmark  by 
late  1940  or  early  1941  appear  to  be  confirmed  by  the  official  estimate 
for  May  4,  which  shows  a  reduction  of  18  percent  in  the  number  of  sows 
bred  compared  with  the  number  a  year  earlier  and  also  a  reduction  of  13 
percent  compared  with  the  number  reported  as  bred  on  March  23,  1940,  The 
number  of  sows  bred  in  May  this  year  was  the  smallest  in  the  6  years, 
1935-1940. 


DENMARK:  Periodical  estimates  of  hog  numbers, 
.  May  1939  to  May  1940  


Sow 

s 

Suckling 
pigs 

Other  pigs 

Hogs 

Hogs 

Date 

Bred 

Total 

under 
66  pounds 

;    66  to 
132  pounds 

132  pounds 
and  over 

Total 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

1939 

May  4. . . . 

271 

381 

684 

657 

571 

443 

2,754 

June  17. . 

245 

378 

862 

660 

589 

491 

2,997 

July  15. . 

247 

383 

841 

771 

641 

473 

3,127 

Aug.  26. . 

257 

378 

731 

839 

663 

535 

3,164 

Oct.  7.. 

251 

372 

696 

767 

766 

573 

3,192 

Nov.  18.. 

239 

364 

735 

732 

697 

685 

3,230 

Dec.  30.. 

242 

370 

804 

749 

657 

537 

3,134 

1940 

Feb.  10.. 

258 

375 

662 

769 

659 

558 

3,040 

Mar.  23. . 

254 

i  382 

734 

712 

686 

534 

3,066 

May  4. . . . 

222 

366 

807 

690 

628 

626 

3,134 

Statistiske  Ef terretninger ,  May  .22,  1940. 

Prior  to  the  invasion  of  Denmark  by  Germany,  hog  numbers  were 
being  maintained  with  the  purpose  of  supplying  a  substantial  quantity  of 
bacon  to  the  British  market.     Total  hog  numbers  have  been  around  3,100,000, 
according  to  periodical  estimates,  since  December  1939,  whereas  a  year  ago 
numbers  in  the  same  period  averaged  about  400,000  head  smaller. 

The  May  4  estimate  showed  increases  in  all  classes  of  potential 
slaughter  stock  as  compared  with  last  year  at  the  sane  tine.    Hogs  of  132 
pounds  and  over,  now  ready  for  slaughter,  numbered  626,000  head  and  were 
17  percent  larger  than  in  March  and  41  percent  above  a  year  ago.  The 
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numbers  of  other  classes  of  hogs  were  as  follows,  with  the  percentage 
increase  above  a  year  ago  given  in  parentheses:     Hogs  weighing  66  to  132 
pounds  628,000  (10  percent);  pigs  under  66  pounds  690,000  (5  percent); 
and  suckling  pigs  807,000  (18  percent).    The  numbers  of  suckling  pigs  and 
hogs  over  132  pounds  were  larger  than  in  March,  but  those  of  other  weights 
were  slightly  smaller. 

Slaughter  during  the  3  months,  May,  June,  and  July,  has  been 
forecast  at  1,600,000,  whereas,  last  year  in  the  same  period  slaughter 
totaled  1,000,000  head.    The  largest  number  slaughtered  in  recent  years 
during  the  8-month  period,  May-December,  was  in  1931  and  1932  when  on  ac- 
count of  the  cutting  down  of  British  bacon  imports,  hog  numbers  were 
gradually  reduced  from  5,453,000  head  in  July  1931  to  3,061,000  in  July 
1934,  or  about  44  percent.    In  the  first  year  of  the  World  War  the  reduc- 
tion in  numbers  between  July  1914  and  May  1915  was  23  percent. 

During  the  German  occupation,  Denmark  will  probably  have  to  depend 
almost  entirely  on  domestic  supplies  of  feedstuffs,  it  is  reported. 
Imports,  cither  in  the  form  of  grain  or  oil  cakes,  are  practically  cut 
off,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  blockade  will  prevent  the  country  from 
obtaining  its  normal  heavy  imports  of  oilseeds  from  Asia  and  Africa  for 
oil  pressing  and  oil  cake  production. 

Although  efforts  will  be  made  to  increase  domestic  production  of 
protein  feedstuffs,  not  much  can  be  accomplished  in  the  first  year.  The 
quantity  of  feed  required  to  support  the  minimum  number  of  hogs  for 
domestic  consumption,  or  125,000  brood  sows,  is  estimated  at  85,000  short 
tons  of  grain.     In  addition,  334,000  tons  will  be  required  to  feed  the 
slaughter  hogs  intended  for  domestic  consumption.    Assuming  that  there 
will  be  an  average  production  of  930,000  short  tons  of  grain  available  for 
hog  feeding,  it  is  estimated  that  there  will  be  sufficient  left,  about 
480,000  short  tons,  to  provide  for  100,000  brood  sows  and  800,000  slaughter 
hogs  for  exportation,  presumably  to  Germany  and  the  German  bloc.  These 
estimates  are  based  on  the  assumption  of  a  normal  crop  of  feed  grains  or 
the  average' for  the  years  1934-1938.    It  is  believed,  however,  that  the 
1940  crop  has  already  been  adversely  affected  by  the  severe  winter  of 
1939-40.    That,  combined  with  the  long  dry  spell,  indicates  a  crop  from 
15  to  20  percent  below  normal. 


PROBABLE  EFFECTS  OF  WAR  ON  EUROPEAN  SHEEP  NUMBERS  1  / 

Sheep  numbers  in  27  European  countries  at  or  near  the  beginning 
of  the  war  in  Europe  are  estimated  to  have  numbered  approximately 


1/  See  last  week' s  issue  for  effect  of  war  on  cattle  and  hog  numbers. 
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129  million  head,  and  increase  of  about  8  percent  above  the  average  for  the 
years  1931-1935  but  3  percent  less  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  World  War 
of  1914-1918. 

Losses  during  the  World  War  resulted  in  a  reduction  of  about  13 
percent  by  the  end  of  the  war,  whereas  in  the  first  year  it  is  estimated 
that  there  was  a  reduction  of  about  2  percent.    As  most  of  the  countries 
with  important  sheep  industries,  with  the  exception  of  France,  have  not 
been  in  the  zone  of  active  warfare,  losses  of  sheep  may  have  been  less 
than  in  the  first  year  of  the  World  War. 

The  plowing  up  of  grassland  for  crops  in  wartime  affects  sheep 
less  than  other  domestic  livestock,  and  they  are  also  not  so  dependent  on 
imported  feedstuff s.     It  seems  probable  in  the  present  war  that  every 
effort  will  be  made  to  maintain  sheep  numbers  at  as  high  a  level  as  possi- 
ble, principally  for  meat  and  in  some  countries  for  milk  production,  but 
also  for  the  purpose  of  growing  wool,  imported  supplies  of  which  will  be 
difficult  to  obtain  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  United  Kingdom  controls 
approximately  50  percent  of  the  world's  exportable  surplus,  and  the  prin- 
cipal European  wool-consuming  countries  produce  only  a  small  proportion 
of  their  total  requirements. 

The  United  Kingdom,  Spain,  France,  Italy,  and  the  Danube  Basin 
countries  of  Yugoslavia  and  Rumania  are  the  largest  sheep-producing  coun- 
tries of  Europe,  exclusive  of  the  Soviet  Union,  which  is  not  included  in 
this  discussion. 

Sheep  flocks  in  the  United  Kingdom  have  fully  recovered  from  the 
losses  sustained  in  the  World  War,  and  in  1939  the  number  had  reached 
26,913,000  head,  an  increase  of  3  percent  above  the  average  for  the  5 
years  1931-1935.    Numbers  in  France  have  never  reached  the  pre-war  number 
of  16,176,000  head.     Sheep  numbers  were  greatly  reduced  in  France  during 
the  World  War,  being  estimated  at  only  9,092,000  at  the  close,  a  reduction 
of  44  percent.     In  1939  the  number  was  reported  at  9,872,000. 

Recent  estimates  are  not  available  for  Spain,  but  in  1935  the 
number  in  that  country  was  reported  at  17,000,000  head.     Sheep  numbers 
increased  in  that  country  during  the  World  War  and  in  in  1919  reached 
17,735,000.    Numbers  also  showed  an  increase  in  Italy  during  the  last  war 
but  declined  from  around  12,000,000  in  1926  to  9,500,000  in  1938. 

The  two  Danube  Basin  countries  of  Yugoslavia  and  Rumania  had  a 
larger  number  of  sheep  in  1939  than  before  the  World  War,  despite  losses 
of  about  one-third  of  their  number  during  1914-1918. 

Ge rmany  has  a  relatively  small  number  of  sheep,  around  5  million. 
Efforts  have  been  made  in  recent  years,  with  some  success,  to  increase 
numbers,  mainly  for  the  purpose  of  producing  more  wool  in  order  to  reduce 
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imports,  which  are  large.    In  recent  years  a  little  over  10  percent  of 
total  requirements  of  wool  in  that  country  have  been  supplied  from  domes- 
tic sources. 

SHEEP  AND  LAMBS:    Numbers  in  important  European  countries 
■   affected  "by  war,  specified  dates  


Country 


At  end 

of  war  : 

!     At  "beginning 

and  end  of 

!         of  war  a/ 

■first  year  a/ 

■  Date 

:  Number 

■  Date 

Number  ; 

:  Thou- 

Thou-  j 

1  sands 

sands  j 

j  1914 

:  17,260 

1918 

15,124: 

,  1915 

17,523: 

i  1914 

.  7,026 

1919 

6,410: 

1915 

7,076: 

:  1914 

366 

1919 

340; 

1915 

393: 

j  1914 

3,234 

1919 

3,045: 

1915 

3,207: 

:  1914 

515 

1919 

509: 

1915 

533: 

i  "  1914 

1,327 

1921 

957; 

1915 

1 ,330 j 

: Average 

: 1913-14 

1,205 

1919 

!■  1,564| 

c/  1,480 

1915 

:  1,146: 

1914 

1920 

:      1,707 j 

1915 

d/  1,634: 

1913 

842 

1919 

:        437  • 

:  e/  1914 

c/  150 

1915 

d/      700 i 

e/1920 

:        112  i 

e/l915 

d/     145  j 

j e/  1914 

f/16,176 

e/1920 

9,092j 

c/  165 

1915 

d/15,000: 

:  1914 

1919 

265  i 

:  e/  1914: 

1915 

d/  180: 

16,441 

e/1919 

17,735: 

1915 

15,995; 

1906: 

3,073 

1920 

:      3,851 i 

:  e/  1914: 

f/  4,988 

e/1920 

:  5,34i; 

j  e/  1910: 

1915 

'c/  4,900: 

f/  300 

e/1920 

454: 

•  Average . 

/1910-11: 

f/  1,322 

e/1921 

:  986: 

; Average 

■  1907-10: 

f/  4,473| 

1921 

\  2,193: 

Per- 
centage 
increase 
or 

decrease 


Present  war 


At  beginning 
0  f  war    ^  / 


Date 


Number 


England  and  Wales 

Scotland  

Northern  Ireland 
Ireland  (Eire) 
Denmark. . . 
Norway. . . . 
Sweden. . . . 


Finland 
Netherlands 
Belgium. . . . 

Prance  

Switzerland 
Snain  


Portugal 
Germany. 


Austria. . . 

Czechoslovak 


1a 


Poland, 


Percent 


-12.4 
+1.5 
-8.8 
+0.7 
-7.1 
+7  .4 
-5.8 
-0.8 
-1.2 
.  +3.5 
-27.9 
+0.2 

+29.8 
-4.9 
+15.3 
+10.4 
-48.1 
-16.9 
-25.3 
-3.3 
-43.8 
-12.7 
460.6 
+9.1 
+7.9 
-2.7 
+12.5 
+7.1 
-1.8 
+51.3 

-25.4 

-51.0 


1939 
1939 
1939 
1939 
1938 
1938 

1938 

1937 

1939 

e/1939 

e/1939 

1936 

e/1935 

1935 
e/1939 

e/1939 

e/1939 

1938 


Thou- 
sands 
17,976 


3,042 


895 


3,034 


187 
1,778 

406 

1,072 

690 

c/  200 

9,872 

176 

17,326 

3,274 
4,809 

316 

%J  470 

3,411 
Continued  - 


858 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  40,  No.  26 


SHEEP  AND  LAMBS:  Numbers  in  important  European  countries 
 affected  by  war,  specified  dates  -  Continued  


World  War 


At  "beginning 
of  war  a/ 


Date  Number 


At  end  of  war 

and  end  of 
first  year  a/ 


Date  .  Number 


Per- 
centage 
increase, 
or 

decrease 


present  war 
At  "beginning 
of  war  b/ 


_Daie_ 


Number 


Lithuania 

Estonia. 

Latvia. . 

Hungary. 

Bulgaria 

Rumania. 


Yogoslavia 


Greece  

Italy  

Total 

27  countri 
Total 

14  countri 


es 


es 


1913 
1913 
1913 
1911 
e/  1911 
Average 
1910-11 
Average 
1910-11 


e/ 


1911 
1908 


Thou- 
sands. 

1,152 

486 
996 
f/  2,406 
f/  8,551 

f/11,128 

f/10,496 
f/  5,884 
11.615 


1923 
1920 
1920 
1922 
1921 

e/1920 

e/1921 
1919 
1918 


Thou- 
sands.. 

1,413 
531 
978 

1,352 
e/  8,923 

7,791 

7,002 
5,468 
12T029 


Percent 

/22.7 
^9,3 
-1.8 

-43.8 
f4,4 

-30.0 

-33.3 

77'1 

T3.6 


1939 
1939 
1939 
1939 
e/1939 

e/1939 

e/1939 
e/1938 
~  1938 


1914 


133,057 


1919  :  115,609 


13.1 


1939 


1914 


71,175 


1919  69,762 


•2.0 


1939 


Thou- 
sands.- 
1,224 
695 
1,470 
h/l,868 
8,737 

12,768 

10,137 
8,451 
9T467 


128.751 


66,463 


Compiled  from  official  sources  unless  otherwise  stated. 

a/  Estimate  for  year  war  began  and  ended  or  nearest  date  for  which  estimate 
is  available. 

b/  Estimate  at  beginning  of  war  or  nearest  date  for  which  estimate  is  available. 
cj  Estimated. 

d/  Calculated  by  assuming  losses  or  gains  to  have  been  evenly  distributed  dur- 
ing the  war  years. 

e/  Estimate  for  December,  preceding  year. 

f/  Estimate  for  boundaries  subsequent  to  World  War, 

g/  Bohemia-Moravia  Protectorate ,  Slovenia,  and  Sub-Carpathian  Russia  (boundaries 
of  March  15,  1939) . 

h/  Excludes  Sub-Carpathian  Russia,  part  of  which  was  annexed  by  Hungary  in  1939. 
i/  These  are  the  only  countries  for  which  sufficient  data  are  available  for 
making  a  comparison  between  the  first  and  second  years  of  the  war. 

Per-capita  consumption  of  lamb  and  mutton  in  European  countries  is 
very  small  as  compared  with  that  of  other  meats.     The  United  Kingdom  has 
the  largest  per-capita  consumption,  averaging  about  30  pounds  annually.  In 
other  European  countries  lamb  and  mutton  consumption  per  capita  rarely 
exceeds  5  pounds  annually. 
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ARGENTINE  MEAT  PRODUCTION  INCREASED 

Total  meat  production  in  Agrgentina  in  1939  was  about  300  million 
pounds,  or  6  percent,  larger  than  in  1938  and  reached  5.3  billion  pounds, 
about  90  percent  of  which  consisted  of  beef.    Approximately  3.9  billion 
pounds  were  consumed  locally  in  1939,  leaving  1.4  billion  pounds  available 
for  export,  l/ 

Beef  production  in  1939  reached  4.8  billion  pounds,  an  increase 
of  7  percent  above  1938  and  6  percent  above  production  in  1937.  The  num- 
ber of  cattle  slaughtered,  exclusive  of  farm  slaughter,  which  is  rela- 
tively small,  was  7,456,000  head,  an  increase  of  5  percent  above  1938. 
In  1924  the  number  of  cattle  slaughtered  in  Argentina  reached  the  high 
level  of  7,616,000  head.  The  average  annual  slaughter  for  the  5  years 
1935-1939  was  6,960,000  head. 

The  latest  census  of  cattle  numbers  was  made  in  June  1937  when 
33,207,000  head  were  reported,  compared  with  an  estimate  of  30,868,000  in 
1934,  and  32,212,000  according  to  the  census  of  1930.    An  unofficial  esti- 
mate placed-  the  number  in  1938  at  between  33  and  36  million  head. 

In  the  absence  of  official  statistics,  of.  numbers  since  1937,  one 
indication  pointing  to  increased  breeding  operations  would  be  a  falling 
off  in  the  slaughter  of  cows.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  slaughter  of  cows 
in  1937  and  1938  was  relatively  large  compared  with  the  average  for  the 
10  years  1927-1936.     In  1938,  however,  there  was  a  1-percent  decrease  in 
cow  slaughter  below  1937.     Statistics  showing  total  slaughter  by  differ- 
ent classes  are  not  yet.  available  for  1939  but  there  was  a  reduction  of 
about  25  percent  in  the  number  of  cows  killed  in  packing  plants.  These 
represent  only  about  one-sixth  of  the  total  number  of  cows  slaughtered 
in  Argentina.  ■ 

Lamb  and  mutton  production  amounted  to  329  million  pounds  in  1939 
and  was  9  percent  smaller  than  the  large  quantity  produced  in  1938. 
There  were  nearly  44  million  sheep  reported  in  Argentina  as  of  June  30, 
1937,  which  was  not  greatly  different  from  the  1930  census  figure.  Sheep 
numbers  decreased  about  6  million  head  between  1930  and  1935  as  a  result 
of  low  wool  prices  but  increased  again  between  1935  and  1937.    An  unof- 
ficial estimate  for  1938  places  numbers  at  between  40  and  43  million 
head.     Slaughter  in  1939,  exclusive  of  farm  slaughter,  was  about  150,000 
head  less  than  in  1938,  when  it  reached  7,839,000  head,  and  was  the 
largest  reported  in  the  period  for  which  records  are  available,  i.e.  1909 
to  date. 

Only  about  1,200,000  hogs  were  slaughtered  in  abattoirs  in 
Argentina  in  1939.    No  estimate  is  available  for  the  number  killed  on 

1/  See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  June  1,  1940,  for  exports  in  1938  and 
1939  by  countries  of  destination. 
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farms  for  home  consumption.    Hog  numbers  are  relatively  small,  "being 
estimated  at  about  4  million  head  in  1937  compared  with  3.8  million  at  the 
1930  census.    An  unofficial  estimate  for  1938  placed  numbers  at  about  3 
million  head.    Steps,  in  the  form  of  loans  to  hog  producers,  have  been 
taken  recently  to  promote  the  industry,  l/ 

ARGENTINA:     Livestock  slaughter  and  meat  production 
 and  consumption,  1935-1939  


Item 


Slaughter  a/  - 

Cattle  and  calves 

Hogs  

Sheep  and  lambs . . . 


Meat  Production  - 


Beef  and  veal 


Pork  

Mutton  and  lamb, 


Meat  Consumption  - 


Beef  and  veal 


Pork  

Mutton  and  lamb 


Per  Capita  Consumption 
Beef  and  veal  


Pork  

Mutton  and  lamb, 


1935 


1,000 

head 
6,399 
1,328 
6,782 


*j 

a/ 
a/ 

1/ 


Million 
ounds 
3,609 
4,173 
219 
237 
307 


2,613 
3,177 
167 
127 
197 


Pounds 


a/ 
1/ 

a/ 


214 

260 
13.7 
10.4 
16.1 


1936 


1,000 

head 
6,731 
1,435 
6,988 


Million 
pounds 
a/  3,628 
b/  4,167 
240 
a/  245 
b/  315 

a/  2,584 
b/  3,123 
a/  174 
a/  135 
b/  205 


Pounds 

a/  209 
b/  252 

14.0 
a/  10.9 
b/  16.6 


1937 


1,000 

head 
7,161 
1,605 
7,081 


Million 
pounds 
a/  3,989 
b/  4,546 
258 
a/  241 
b/  309 

a/  2,835 
b/  3,392 
a/  182 
a/  126 
b/  194 


Pounds 

a/  226 
b/  270 

14.5 
a/  10.0 
b/  15.4 


1938 


1,000 

head 
7,069 
1,245 
7,839 


Million 
pound  s 
a/  3,937 
b/  4,494 
198 
a/  282 
b/  361 

a/  2,781 
b/  3,338 
a/  150 
a/  174 
b/  253 


Pounds 

a/  218 
b/  262 

12.0 
a/  13.6 
b/  19.8 


1939 


1,000 
head 


7,456 
1,156 
7,682 


Million 
p  ound  s 
a/  4,235 
b/  4,803 
207 
a/  261 
b/  329 

a/  3,027 
b/  3,595 
a/  171 
a/  143 
b/  211 


Pounds 

a/  234 
b/  278 

13.2 
a/  11.0 
b/  16.3 


Compiled  from  official  estimates  of  number  slaughtered  and  average  dressed 
weight  at  packing  plants.      a/  Excludes  quantity  produced  on  farms, 
b/  Includes  estimate  for  quantity  produced  on  farms.    It  is  estimated  that 
roughly  1  million  cattle  and  2  million  sheep  and  lambs  are  slaughtered  on 
farms  annually  for  farm  consumption,  according  to  a  report  from  office  of 
the  United  States  agricultural  attache,  Buenos  Aires.    No  estimate  is  avail- 
able for  the  number  of  hogs  slaughtered  on  farms. 

Principal  meat  exports  from  Argentina  in  1939  totaled  1,411  million 
pounds,  beef,  including  preserved  meat,  constituting  85  percent  of  the 
total.    Beef  exports  in  the  first  4  months  of  1940  increased  14  percent  to 
443  million  pounds,  the  bulk  of  which  wont  to  the  United  Kingdom. 


1/  See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  June  8,  1940. 
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The  new  meat  contract  concluded  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Argentina  calls  for  the  delivery  of  162,000  metric  tons  (357  million  pounds) 
of  meat  within  an  18-week  period,  as  stated  "by  the  Buenos  Aires  Branch  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Boston  on  June  6.    In  addition,  an  order  has  "been 
placed  for  18,750  metric  tons  (41  million  pounds)  of  canned  meat t o  he  de- 
livered "between  June  and  August.     Supplementary  purchases  may  follow  in  the 
near  future. 

Exports  of  canned  meat  to  the  United  States  have  "been  declining,  the 
quantity  in  1939  "being  only  3  3  million  pounds  compared  with  41  million  in 
1938. 


ARGENTINE  WOOL  SUPPLIES  SLIQHTLY  BELOW  A  TSAR  A50 

Apparent  supplies  of  wool  in  Argentina  at  the  end  of  May  1940  are 
estimated  at  around  98  million  pounds,  an  amount  ahout  5  percent  smaller 
than  a  year  ago  on  the  same  date.    Part  of  this  wool  has  already  "been  sold 
but  not  yet  exported.    Excluding  that  portion  likely  to  enter  domestic  con- 
sumption, the  exportable  surplus  on  May  31  is  estimated  at  ahout  76  million 
pounds.    Commercial  stocks  o,n  April  30  were  reported  "by  the  Argentine  Minis- 
try of  Agriculture,  from  information  obtained  "by  the  Wool  Investigation  In- 
stitute, at  129  million  pounds,  grease,  scoured,  and  pulled  wool  combined. 

Estimated  supplies  for  disposal  for  the  entire  1939-40  season 
(October-September)  were  about  11  percent  smaller  than  in  1938-39  due  both 
to  a  smaller  carry-over  into  the  1939-40  season  and  to  a  smaller  wool  clip. 
Exports  so  far  (October  1-May  31)  have  represented  only  64  percent  of  the 
quantity  available  for  disposal,  whereas  a  year  ago  they  represented  about 
68  percent  during  the  same  period.    Domestic  consumption  in  the  1939-40 
season  was  also  expected  to  be  about  20  percent  larger  than  a  year  ago,  or 
66  million  pounds. 

Wool  exports  from  Argentina  for  the  8  months  (October-May)  of  the 
season,  with  scoured  and  pulled  wool  converted  to  terms  of  grease,  amounted 
to  250  million  pounds,  a  reduction  of  16  percent  compared  with  the  same 
period  a  year  ago.    Of  this  quantity,  exports  of  greasy  coarse  wool  for 
the  8  months  totaled  86  million  pounds  compared  with  119  million  in  the 
same  period  of  1938-39.     There  is  probably  also  some  of  this  type  of  wool 
included  in  the  scoured  and  pulled  wool,  which  are  not  given  by  grades. 
Countries  of  destination  are  not  given  in  this  report  for  May.    (See  table 
page  862.)    Eor  the  season  up  to  May  16,  47  percent  of  total  exports  of 
Argentine  wool  were  shipped  to  the  United  States  compared  with  only  18  per- 
cent a  year  ago. 

,  Estimates  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  giving  the  percentage  of 
total  production  represented  by  the  different  grades,  were  as  follows; 
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Coarse  crossbred,  33  percent  or  126  million  pounds;  fine  crossbred,  34 
percent  or  131  million  pounds;  medium  crossbred,  21  percent  or  81  million 
pounds;  and  fine  merino,  12  percent  or  46  million  pounds,  total  384  mil- 
lion pounds. 


ARGENTINA:    Exports  of  wool  by  countries  of  destination, 
October  1-April  30,  1938-39  and  1939-40 


Country  of 
destination 

:  October-A^ril 

Country  of 
destination 

October- toril 

1938-39 

\  1939-40 

1938-39 

1939-40 

United  Kingdom.,. 

1,000 
pounds 

1  1,000 
pounds 

Switzerland  

Yugoslavia*  

Greece  

Poland.  

Germany  

Italy  

Japan  

Others  

Total  

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

49,068 
147 
74,679 
40,997 
16,305 
2,425 
1,766 
15 
736 

'  98,149 
'      1, 371 
1  11,466 
28,997 
'  11,058 
10,227 
6,473. 
1,155 
1,501. 

26 

.  1,556- 
353 
13,413 
36, 680 
3,298 
869 
6,207 

5,653 
3,033 
'  1,393 

15, 203 
12,579 
2.391 

248,540 

210,654 

Buenos  Aires. 


ARGENTINA:    Exports  of  wool  by  grades,  October-May,  1938-39 

and  1939-40 


Description 


October-May 


1938-39 


1939-40 


Merino.  

Find  crossbred. . 
Medium  crossbred 
Coarse  crossbred 
Native  wool. . . 
Belly  wool. . . . 

Total  grease 
Scoured  a/  ... 
Washed  b/  .... 

Total  in  terms 


of  grease 


1,000  pounds 

22,286 
62,941 
23,613 
111,859 
7,582 
11,679 


1.000  pounds 

10, 910 
43,424 
26,678 
73,389  , 
12,134 
'  6.440 


239,962 
41,691 
16,991 


172,975 
55,937 
20,774 


298,644 


249,686 


Information  furnished  by  United  States  agricultural  attache,  Buenos  Aires, 
a/  Converted  to  grease  on  basis  that  grease  wool  yields  65. percent  when 
scoured. 

b/  Converted  to  grease  on  basis  that  grease  wool  yields  85  percent  when 
washed. 
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COTTQNt     Spot  price  per-  pound  of  representative  rav;  cotton  at  Liverpool, 


De  c?c  ri  n  1 1  nn 

!  April 

May 

!  19 

i    2o  :  3 

1  10 

t  17    ♦  lUa/:  ?1 

ft        J-  [               •                 .  ****  1     •        l  U 

;Gent 3 

l Cents: Cents 

1  Cent  s 

! Cent  s: Cent  s*  Cent  s 

American  - 

*          •  . 

Middling.  ......  : 

13.57 

:13.. 53:13. 72 

!l3i65i 

:12  J-!-H:l2.  ]  6:13.11 

Low  Middling, ,  -  : 

12. 93: 

:12. 95:13.13! 

:i7>o6 

!ll .36:11. 57:12. 53 

Egyptian  (Fully  Good  Fair)-  : 

1        :  • 

Giza  7  j 

17.5S 

tl7l66iisio6 

tlS\30: 

n  7l n7: l6 197:1°. "^0 

Upoers.  .   v  : 

17.69' 

:17.6U:1S.03 

IS.  13, 

>17  01  !l  ^-QQsl 

Brazilian  (Fair)  -              .  ! 

• 

»                 •  • 

t                          •  ■ 

North  ! 

13.23: 

113.20:1^.33 

!l3i32 

!l2lii:lll66:i2.1+U 

Sao  ■Paulo .....  ^  i 

13.57: 

,13.53:13.72: 

,13.65 

•12.  l&:ii. 99:12. S6 

Indian  -  < 

:        :  :. 

1                «  • 

».'•■■» 

Broach  (Fully  Good)  -  ! 

11. 71': 

!ll*79ill*S9:il.Sqj 

-lo.72:ioi36:10.7S 

Central  Provinces  (Superfine)-' 

11 . S2 : 1 1 , 71 : 11 , Si : 11 . 97 : 

;10. 97:10. 6S:i2. 06 

Oonra  Ho.  1  (Fine)  -  ! 

10. 7^:10. 67:10. 77:10»S5: 

,  9.SU:  9.01:  9.51 

.Sind  (Fine)  -  ; 

10. 9S:10. S7:10.97:il.l^ 

10.21:    -    :  - 

Peruvian-  (Good)  ■ - 

>  ■ 

►  1 
1 

1               »  • 

1               •             <  t 

Tanguis  ! 

15.66:15.63:15.21:15.75: 

lh#5b.:    _    :  „ 

Compiled  from  the  Weekly  Circular  of  the  Liverpool  Cotton  Association,  Ltd. 
Quotations  converted  fron  sterling  at  official  rates,     a/  Official  spot 
quotations  nominal  and  unchanged  from  May.  17  to  June  13,  v,hen  spot  market 
reopened. 

UNITED  STATES:    Exports  of  cotton  to  principal  foreign  markets,  annual 
1937-3S  and  I9-3S-39,  and  August  1-June  20,  1933-3.9  and  1939~LfO  a/ 
,  ;  ■  ■  (Running  hales)  


August  1-June  20 


which  er-ported  1 

.  1937-38 

.     193S-39  :  1933-39 

:    1-93  9-Uo 

: 1,000  hales 

! 1,000  hales: 1,000  hales 

:  1,000  "bales 

.      1,630  , 
3,0^9 

► 

1 

!  U7S 
:  1,791 

1  i 
1 

:     1,715  ! 

!  1,9US 
2,^69 

i     W79  < 
729  i 
:  5k2 

:  2,269 

:  .      905  ! 
39U 

:  2,176 
1        371  : 
:  ^63 

i  V*7 

1  392 
s  932 

Total  j 

5,950  : 
27s 

!     3,563  : 

:        206  : 

:  V-10 
'190 

297 

Total,  excluding  linters: 

5.672 

1 

:     3,362  : 
i 

!      3,220  ! 

:  5,9W 

Compiled  from  the  Weekly  Stock  and  Movement  Report,  New  York  Cotton 
Exchange, 

a/  Includes  linters. 
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Late  cables   0U3  !  '. 


Apples:  j  i 

Production:                              :  :  : 

Denmark,  1 939.  .  ^ ......... .  S53  : : 

Germany,  1933-1939.-.   352  $: 

Apricots,  production-,  Germany,     ,  :: 

1933-1939*...        352.  :: 

Cherries,  pro  due  ti on ,  Go rmany ,  : : 

1933-1939  .........   S52  :: 

Cottons  : : 

Exports: 

Argentina,  January-May  1 9! 'O. .,  .8 50  i: 

U.  S. ,  June  20,  19l!-G. . . . .  .■  .  S63  : : 

Loan  authorization,  Argentina,  :: 

May '29,  19L!-0. .....  ^   SUS  iJ 

Prices,  U.K.,  June  21,  19U0   863 

Hogs,  numbers,  Denmark,  :: 

May  k,  1939-May  k,  19U0   :: 

Livestock,'  slaughter,  Argentina  i: 

1935-1939  ■   S60 

Meat:  j: 

Consumption,  Argentina,  : : 

1935-1939   860  :: 

Production,  Argentina,  : } 

1935-1939   859,860 

Peaches,  production,  Germany,  j; 

1933-1939...   S52  :: 

Pears,  production^  Germany,  : : 

1933-1939   352  :: 


.  Page 

Plums,  production,  Germany, 

1933-1939  *  S52 

Sheep i 

Numbers,  European  countries, 

1911M915»1919,1939  S57 

War  effects  on  numbers, 

European  countries,  1939-^0...  S55 
Soybeans,  acreage  reduction, 

Manchuria,  19U0.   8H7 

Sugar  beets,  area,  Germany, 

1937-1939. ..................... v  S53 

Tobacco* 


Area,  Canada,  1938,1939. •  850,851 
Production,  Canada,  1033,1939...  351 


Tax.  increase,  Canada, 

June  2h,  19U0   851 

Wheatj 

Crop  prospects: 

Canada,  June  25,  19L!0   3^3 

Orient,  June  15,  19^0   3^5 

Import  permits,  Peru, 

May  23,  19Ll0   Zkk 

Import  prospects,  Union  of 

South  Africa,  19H0  ,  8^ 


Imports,  China,  April  1933-19^0.  8^6 
Prices,  China,  June  17,  I9U0....  8^5 


¥0  oi: 

Ercports,  Argentina,  October- 
May  1938-39,  1939-^0   862 

Movement,  South  Africa,  July  1- 
May  31,  i939-l:o..  S^3 


Supplies,  Argentina,  May  31,19^0  36l 


